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YUCATAN:  FAMILY MULTISPORT HOLIDAY 
Bike, Walk & Snorkel in Mexico's Maya Kingdom�
December 2009, and Spring 2010 
Luxury Accommodations 
 
�

�
�
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OVERVIEW 

 

Escape to sunny Mexico for a luxury adventure that combines plenty of activity and beach time with a window 

into the soul of the Yucatán. Here the past and present mix openly, providing a canvas for exploration like few 

others. Become immersed in the rich and varied history of the Maya with visits to numerous archaeological 

gems, including Chichén Itzá. Explore hidden caves and sleepy Maya villages. Plunge into crystalline 

jungle cenotes and snorkel in the azure Caribbean. Throughout our trip, we’re embraced by the comforts of 

charming tropical hideaways and a seaside haven. 
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Blending beach time and leisurely activities with exploration of the magnificent Maya civilization, this luxury 

trip to the Yucatán is an ideal sunny winter escape. Start in Mérida, where the European influence is evident 

in the Colonial architecture, and friendly locals spill onto the streets for festivals and lively gatherings.  

 

Heading to lesser-known areas, discover an enormous cave system and meet the family that has guarded it 

for generations. Then bike on quiet roads in search of hidden swimming holes (known as cenotes) and dive 

into ancient history on a visit to the enigmatic Maya ruins at Chichén Itzá, one of the new Seven Wonders of 

the World. Throughout your family’s Yucatán adventure, embrace the comforts of charming tropical 

hideaways and an exclusive seaside haven, where options for water sports and relaxation abound.  

 
 
MEETING TIME AND LOCATION 
 
On the first day of the trip, meet your Trip Leaders at 9 a.m. in the lobby of Hotel Casa del Balam , located in 

the heart of colonial Mérida.  We then shuttle approximately 1 hour to Hacienda Temozón, our hotel for the 

next two nights. Please arrive with a daypack containing biking clot hes, a swimsuit and any other 

desired items for the day (sunscreen, sunglasses, e tc.). If you’re delayed and miss the group at Casa del 

Balam, it is possible to get to Hacienda Temozón on your own. A taxi from the Mérida airport to the hotel 

costs approximately $75. This will be a colectivo taxi, which means you will need to purchase a ticket at the 

airport counter and present it to the taxi driver.  

 

 

DAY ONE 
 
Meet your Trip Leaders at 9 a.m. in the lobby of Hotel Casa del Balam in Mérida.  

 

Shuttle to Hacienda Temozón 1 Hour  

Walking Tour of Hacienda Temozón 45 Minutes  

Cenote Biking Route 10 Miles with Shuttle Longer Option: 20 Miles  

 

          

 

Welcome to the Yucatán! After meeting in Mérida, we shuttle to the elegant Hacienda Temozón, our hotel for 

the next two nights. Stretch your legs on a walking tour of the historic property, which dates from the 17th 

century. At lunch, enjoy Agua de Jamaica, a hibiscus-flower juice, and fresh regional cuisine accented with a 

variety of homemade hot sauces. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Trip Leaders then give a brief trip orientation, fit your bike, and demonstrate biking techniques and 

safety. Riding along hard-packed dirt and gravel roads through the Maya town of Temozón, you’ll find the flat 

terrain and dense vegetation a perfect introduction to this unspoiled region. Stop at a cenote, a deep water-

filled sinkhole, and climb down for a refreshing swim in the sacred Maya waters. Feel free to shuttle back to 

the hotel or return by bike.  

 

This evening we gather for sodas and cocktails followed by a private dinner on the hacienda’s impressive 

patio.  

 

Lodging: Hacienda Temozón  

 

 

DAY TWO 

 

Shuttle to Caves of Calcehtok 1 Hour  

Walking Tour of Caves 1½ Hours  

Maxcanu-Oxkintok Biking Route 14 Miles  

Family Option: Maxcanu Route 9 Miles  

Longer Option: Muna Route 32 Miles  

Shuttle to Hacienda Temozón 45 Minutes  

Kids Folk Art Workshop  

 

 

Jump-start the day with an early breakfast before shuttling to one of Mexico’s largest cave systems—an entire 

ecosystem of its own. With the grottos’ caretakers, the Cuy family, as guides, you’re in for an incredible 

spelunking adventure that begins the moment you enter the mouth of the cavern. After the tour, head out on 

your bike, pedaling to Maxcanu, a trading hub for smaller Maya communities. After an authentic Yucatecan 

lunch, explore the town’s backstreets on your bike. Then continue on to the rarely visited Oxkintok ruins, set 

atop a hill with impressive views of the countryside. Oxkintok is one of the oldest sites in the region, dating 

back as far as 300 b.c. Adults can keep biking or join the kids for a folk art workshop. Under expert guidance, 

they’ll learn to craft souvenirs from henequen, an agave plant. Back at the hacienda, the younger set is 

treated to dinner and a night of games while adults partake in a tequila tasting and dinner amid the hacienda’s 

serene gardens.  

 

Lodging: Hacienda Temozón  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAY THREE 

 

Hacienda Sotuta de Peón Route 9 Miles  

Longer Options: Tecoh 17 Miles  

or Tecoh/Hacienda Sotuta de Peon Loop 24 Miles  

Shuttle to Chichén Itza 1¾ Hours  

 

Today’s morning ride along quiet rural roads provides a wonderful tour of � hacienda country and an intimate 

look at the Yucatán’s colonial past. Wind through peaceful villages and visit the crumbling ruins of Hacienda 

Uayalceh, once the region’s most important estate. To add extra miles, pass through the town of Tecoh for a 

taste of market life. We stop at Hacienda Sotuta de Peón, a restored henequen plantation, for a traditional 

lunch. Before eating, cool off with a refreshing dip in the hacienda’s pool. This afternoon we shuttle east to 

Chichén Itzá and settle in at our hotel, located steps from the magnificently restored archaeological site. Take 

in a sound and light show as evening falls on the magical stone city, then return for a candlelit al fresco dinner 

at the hacienda.  

 

Lodging: Hacienda Chichén  

 
 
 
DAY FOUR 
 
 
Guided Walk & Leisure Time at Chichén Itzá 2½ Hours  

Shuttle to Cobá 2 Hours  

Discover Cobá Biking Route 8 Miles  

Shuttle to Riviera Maya 2½ Hours  

 

Our full day begins with an early breakfast and a guided tour through the Maya-Toltec ruins at Chichén Itzá. It 

was the most important political, commercial and religious center at the end of the Maya classic period (a.d. 

750 to 1200). A World Heritage site, Chichén Itzá features several buildings that are remarkable for 

architectural design, and religious and scientific significance. Among these are the Temple of Kukulkan 

(Feathered Serpent), the Observatory, the Temple of the Warriors and the Sacred Cenote (Well of Sacrifice).  

 

After our guided walk, explore the ruins on your own before we regroup and shuttle toward the Riviera Maya 

to the ruins of Cobá, stopping en route for lunch. Dating from a.d. 600, Cobá was an important Maya trade 

city linking the coast to the interior. Explore the ancient roads by bike and be sure to climb Nohoch Mul, the 

tallest pyramid in the region. Later, rejuvenate in the crystalline waters of a nearby cenote before shuttling to 

our hotel.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This evening, make yourself at home at the Fairmont Mayakoba, a highly acclaimed resort nestled into the 

Riviera Maya. You and your family are on your own tonight to dine at one of the resort’s three restaurants or 

take a taxi into Playa del Carmen to try one of the town’s many eateries.  

 

Lodging: Fairmont Mayakoba  

 

 

DAY FIVE  
 
 
Snorkeling at Puerto Morelos 3 Hours  

 

A quick shuttle this morning takes us to Puerto Morelos, where we embark on our Caribbean snorkeling trip. 

Visit the Riviera Maya’s best-preserved section of reef, and keep your eyes peeled for spectacular coral and 

sponges, as well as angelfish, barracudas and other tropical critters.  

 

This afternoon you’re free to do as you please. The beach is just a 15-minute walk or short golf-cart trip from 

your room. Settle into a chaise lounge to take in the spectacular ocean view, head to the swimming pool or 

pamper yourself with a massage at the hotel spa. You can also explore the warm aqua waters around the 

Fairmont by kayak or go scuba diving (if you’re certified). For a bird’s-eye perspective of the jungle canopy, 

take your kids on a thrilling zip-line adventure at Selvática. Golfing is available at the Fairmont’s El Cameleón 

course. (Please note that most of these activities are not included in the trip price. Reservations are 

recommended at least a month in advance for spa treatments.) 

  

Enjoy a pre-dinner stroll along the Riviera’s pristine white-sand beaches before we gather for a farewell 

dinner at Las Brisas, our hotel’s beachside restaurant. Savor the ocean breeze and the innovative artfully 

presented seafood specialties as we toast our week’s adventure. To cap it all off, we break out (and break 

up!) a piñata—no Mexican family adventure would be complete without one! 

 

 Lodging: Fairmont Mayakoba  

 

 

DAY SIX 

 

Optional Yoga Class 1 Hour  

Shuttle to Cancún Airport 1½ Hours  

 

What better way to start your day than with yoga on the beach? All ages are welcome to participate. 

Afterward we enjoy a leisurely breakfast and say your goodbyes. Our provides transportation to the Cancún 

airport and surrounding destinations according to your individual plans.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ARRIVING AND DEPARTING 

 

Please note that meeting and departing times provided here were current at the time of printing, but are 

subject to change. PLEASE DO NOT BOOK YOUR FLIGHTS UNTIL YOU ARE CONFI RMED ON YOUR 

VACATION AND HAVE VERIFIED THE DETAILS OF ARRIVING AND DEPARTING WITH YOUR TRIP 

CONSULTANT.  

 

 

 

TRIPS FOR ALL ABLITIES 

On this Family Trip, our routes follow gentle terrain with little significant gain or loss in elevation. Liberal van 

shuttling is incorporated into the itinerary to facilitate our activities and mileage is kept moderate to enable you 

to spend more time exploring on your own.  Longer options are available for stronger riders an d hikers. 

 

 

 

 

 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hacienda Temozón  

Temozón (2 nights)   

The exquisitely furnished rooms at this majestic residence 

allow you to experience the grandeur and affluence of the 

colonial past. Its grounds include spacious gardens, a 

spectacular swimming pool and a 17th-century church. 

Hotel Hacienda Chichén  

Chichén Itzá (1 night)   

This one-time manor house of a 16th-century ranch 

features private casitas set in tropical gardens and a 

glimpse of Chichén Itzá ruins from the pool. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDED CHILDREN’S AGES 

Recommended minimum age for the trip: 6 years   

Minimum age restriction to ride own bike: 6 years 

No burleys available on this trip 

This trip is designed to appeal to a wide variety of interests and fitness levels. We know your pace may vary from 

one day to the next-and your traveling companion's may differ somewhat from yours. So we present a range of 

mileage options, and each day you decide exactly what and how much you want to do. 

 
We strongly encourage families to join our Family Trips, designed with kid- and adult-friendly features. Please note 

that we have a minimum age requirement of 1 year for all Inn trips and 2 years for all Camping trips. Other than that, 

we do not restrict trips to a minimum age except in the rare case of a hotel age restriction. 

 

We do, however, recommend minimum ages based on the following criteria: 

 

· 12+ cultural appreciation, difficulty of activities and route  

· 9+ difficulty of activities and route  

· 6+ several long adult dinners; parent may not be able to pull a Burley and/or there may be multiple activity 

restrictions  

· 3+ riding is on bike paths, making it great for young kids; Burley and Piccolos are available; there are few or 

no activity restrictions; and no long dinners (or we offer alternatives)  

 

 

 

PASSPORT INFORMATION 

Everyone, including U.S. citizens, traveling by air between the United States and Mexico must carry a valid passport. 

 

Fairmont Mayakoba  

Riviera Maya (2 nights)   

Lauded by Condé Nast Traveler, this splendid 

resort sprawls amid mangrove forest, canals and 

beach, and offers every luxury, including a 

decadent spa and five swimming pools. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PACKAGE DATE AND PRICING  

Multiple Travel Dates for 2009 

 

                    December 24- 29                        December 26- 31  

 

Adult Vacation Price                                                                                      $4298 pp 

Based on double occupancy 

 

Single Supplement                                                                                        $  690 pp  

Deposit Required: $750 per person   

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Multiple Travel Dates for 2010 

**  This itinerary is different from the one displayed. On Days 4 & 5, we stay at Esencia on the Riviera Maya. 

 

March 28- April 2**                   April 4- 9 

 

Adult Vacation Price                                                                                      $3998 pp 

Based on double occupancy 

 

Single Supplement                                                                                        $1150 pp   

Deposit Required: $750 per person 

 

Reserve early for the best available price. Prices may change during the course of the year--if they do change, 

the best prices are available earlier. Once you book your trip, your price is guaranteed. 

 

On all Family Camping trips , and on Family Inn trips  where children are sharing a room with two adults, 

youths receive the following tiered discounts: 

 

· 75% off for children 2 and under  

· 40% off for ages 3-6  

· 20% off for ages 7-10  

· 10% off for ages 11-16  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Inn Trips when a child shares a room with one adult or two children share a room, a 10% discount applies to 

children 16 and younger. The third and fourth youths in a room with an adult will receive the tiered discounts 

described above. When one youth is in a separate room a 10% discount is applied to the trip price, but the full 

single supplement applies. 

 

On Camping Trips we provide spacious four-person tents with prices based on double occupancy per tent. If a 

family requests an additional tent, there will be a single supplement applied, but children will still receive a 

discount based on their age. 

 

On non-Family Trips , children 16 and younger receive 10% off on Camping Trips and on Inn Trips when 

sharing a tent/room with two adults. All minors (under 18 years) must be accompanied by at least one adult. 

When one youth is in a single room the full single supplement will apply. 

 
 
TRIP CONCLUSION 
 
On the last day of the trip, your trip leaders will arrange for transport service from the Fairmont Mayakoba to 

the Cancún airport and surrounding destinations depending on your individual plans. Please allow 3 hours 

before your departing flight, especially during busy periods such as Christmas, and spring break. 

Transportation is also available to area hotels if you’re extending your stay.  

 

 
 
CANCELLATION POLICY 

Cancellation fees may vary based upon departure date. Please review the grid below: 
 
�

Number of Days  
Prior to Trip Start   

Cancellation Fees 
per person)   

Departure Dates  

126+ days $700 
96-125 days 30% 
61-95 days 50% 
31-60 days 75% 
0-30 days 100% 

2009 
12/24, 12/26, 12/22  
 
2010 
03/28, 04/04  

 

 

Cancellation penalties imposed on LUX World Travel by its suppliers are stringent, and are per person for land 

arrangements. Airline tickets are different, and hold a completely separate penalty and we will advise you at the 

time of your cancellation of this additional penalty if you purchased you airfare with our Air Desk. 
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1.866.269.2659                                              1.585.672.5587 

 
LUX World Travel reserves the right to cancel this retreat to lack of participation to create a minimum number of 

passengers, or for any other foreseen reason that may create hazards or jeopardy to our clients. In the case that 

LUX World Travel needs to cancel or post-pone any tour, all monies collected will be returned in full for the land 

portion. Penalties from the airlines may occur depending on the type of air purchased, for which LUX World 

Travel is not responsible. We do highly recommend Cancel for Any Reason Insurance  for at least the flight 

portion of your journey to insure our clients with full flight protection coverage. 

  
 
RELEASE OF LIABLITIY  
Guests are required to provide a signed "Release of Liability, Assumption of All Risks, and Arbitration 

Agreement" form and a completed Personal Information Form prior to trip departure; you will receive these 

materials shortly after reserving your trip. We are unable to allow guests to participate in any aspect of this trip 

without a signed release form. 

 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 
We highly recommend travel insurance for this journey. We will be happy to provide you with a variety of quotes 

to fit your specific travel needs. 1.866.269.2659. 

 
 
TO REGISTER FOR THIS VACATION  
To register for this tour, please call us directly at 1-866-269-2659 or email us at info@luxworldtravel.com 

for a Registration Form and a Credit Card Payment Form. 

�
YOUR RIPPLE EFFECT 
LUX World Travel will donate $25 per adult traveler and $15 per child traveler in your name Special Olympics.  

Special Olympics  is a global nonprofit organization serving the nearly 200 million people with intellectual 

disabilities, with a presence in nearly 200 countries worldwide.  With seven regional offices, they are constantly 

expanding to add new Programs in every part of the world – which is why we can say with all truth that “the sun 

never sets on the Special Olympics movement.”  For more information or to make a donation on your own go to: 

www.specialolympics.org�

 

 


