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160 Oakland Street           Rochester       NY      14620              1. 866.269.2659               info@luxworldtravel.com

Taos, New Mexico

Footsteps of Georgia O’Keeffe

7 Nights: June 20 - 27, 2010 








Land Package and Workshops from $2423 pp   based on double occupancy

Overview

Georgia O’Keeffe moves us as much with the spirit of her life as with her exceptional artwork which has inspired the world. This tour is a sacred journey more than anything else, as the daily activities will have you literally walking in her footsteps all throughout New Mexico. This journey will allow you to see the land as she did, and actually paint at the White Place and at Penitente Cross in a workshop setting with Ursula Beck, owner and director of the Taos Art School.

Additionally, we will engage with the culture and participate in Authentic Native American experiences, but also nurture our souls and artistic selves with yoga, meditative Labyrinth Walks, and riverside strolls, area hikes, and relax at night under Taos’ starry skies. 

Meals will be delicious and plentiful.  Breakfast will be included daily, cooked to order with gracious service.  Lunches feature a different, unique location and experience every day.  Most dinners will be on your own so you can enjoy the flair and activities Taos provides, but we will share together two very special dinners, which have been planned for this group.  One will be a fireside feast at our opening Solstice Ceremony, and on our last night in Taos we will enjoy a traditional Pueblo Feast. 

Our footstep journey will also take us through her home in Abiquiu, and our last afternoon and night; we embrace Santa Fe, a magical city of culture and art, and have the opportunity to tour the amazing O’Keeffe museum.  Other galleries will beg for our attention as well.

This journey will be paced to fit the dynamic of this group.  Your personal desires and style of travel will be honored, as we at LUX World Travel wish to create only the best for you, so that in turn, you may focus your entire attention on yourself, your art, this amazing woman…Georgia O’Keeffe, her art, her life, and how she has expanded yours. 
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Activities at a Glance

What To Expect from this Journey
Expect to be moved on this journey.  Georgia O’Keeffe fans that feel a connection with this mysterious and gifted woman, will find themselves in complete peace and also in complete awe as they stand in the actual locations that O’Keeffe did so many times on this sacred land.  Expect to learn about your art, and your style of painting from our guide Ursula Beck, owner of the Taos Art School.  Expect moving experiences as we connect with a land in Native American Indian sacred ceremonies.  Expect to relax and be pampered at our home away from home at the San Geronimo Lodge.  Expect to laugh, dine and take in life happily as we partake on this loving, informal way to immerse ourselves for a week in the Life, Landscape, and Art of Georgia O’Keeffe.

Accommodations

The San Geronimo, built in 1925 as the first resort hotel in Taos, is in the style of a grand old lodge, with traditional thick adobe walls, vast common rooms, high viga ceilings, rambling verandas and winding portals. With over two acres of natural serenity, our vacation “home” boasts apricot trees on the banks of the Acequia Madre and an unfettered view of Taos Mountain. Each room has a private bath with hair dryer, telephone with free local calls, wi-fi, clock radio and color cable television. All rooms have DVD’s and you can select free movies from the resort’s vast collection. Each morning a different hot entrée enhances the basic buffet of fresh fruit, coffee, tea, chai, juices, cereals, and breads for toast. With advance notice, special dietary requirements can be met. 


The Lodge’s amenities include an open air hot tub (always open) and New Mexico’s only chili-pepper shaped swimming pool, and with its new labyrinth and prayer path, serene décor and other inspirational features, San Geronimo Lodge is ideal for spiritual retreats and workshops of this nature.   Also, just two miles from the town of Taos, we have easy access to the many fine restaurants, galleries, museums and shops, yet we rest out in the peaceful, relaxing, serene countryside…the San Geronimo Lodge offers the best of both worlds.

Mindful Living on this Journey 

Taking care of the body…Swim, relax in the hot tub or sauna, get a massage, cup of tea, hot chocolate, or take a long overdue nap.  Borrow the resort equipment to play badminton, volleyball or horseshoes, or jog around the perimeter of the property. 

Taking care of the mind…read a good book on the veranda, watch an intelligent film, play bridge, chess, backgammon or Scrabble, explore a creative project.  Check your email or browse the Internet.   

Taking care of the soul…walk the labyrinth, explore the meandering prayer path, meet with Pam as a spiritual friend.  Play the grand piano or spinet or the Indian drums. Get out your sketchpad, and let the freedom within create.  Borrow a guitar.  Listen to some good music.  Or just do nothing at all, unwind and experience complete relaxation.  This journey is for you to enjoy on all levels of mind, body and spirit.

Detailed Itinerary

DAY 1: JUNE 20: ARRIVE ALBUQUERQUE AND TRANSFER TO TAOS

For those who will arrive by air, the best flight itineraries are generally roundtrip through Albuquerque.  Please make sure your flight arrives before 2 PM to take advantage of the transfers included in this package.  Taos will be about a 3-hour drive from the airport, so to ensure a comfortable arrival prior to dinner; we must leave the airport by 2PM.  

Arrival at Taos, check in to our resort, The San Geronimo.  After a rest, and freshening up, we are welcome to use our transfer van to go out to eat, and get to know each other.

DAY 2: JUNE 21: BLESSING OF EARTH, GATHERING OF CLAY, SOLSTICE CEREMONY

We start our morning with a made to order hot breakfast, and getting to know our new surroundings.  After breakfast we make our way to the Taos Pueblo for an authentic ceremony in which we will perform an Earth blessing, giving thanks for the clay we are about to take.  We then go back with tribe members, and work with them in their homes as they teach us to make our own clay pottery.  We get to keep our creations and take them home with us once they are completed by the end of the week.

While on site we have lunch at the café of this only living Native American community, which has been designated both a World Heritage Site by UNESCO and a National Historic Landmark. The multi-storied adobe buildings have been continuously inhabited for over 1000 years, well before Columbus arrived in America.

Late afternoon we head back to our resort for some leisure time to rest, paint, swim, hike, or do nothing at all.  In the evening we will share a fireside feast and outdoor Solstice Ceremony since this will be the first official day of summer.  Enjoy a labyrinth walk, and experience a shift of 
consciousness from linear to non-linear…a great shift for the artist within.  Pam Tyler, a Yale Divinity School Graduate, will lead our Solstice Feast with a blessing and meditation.
Native American belief is that the Summer Solstice celebrates the joy, warmth and laughter of summer; and Earth’s  power. The beginning of summer represents a time for purification, renewal of the self, a time to release the sadness, fears and pains from your life. A time for purification and renewed energy.  (B, L, D)

DAY 3: JUNE 22: YOGA, RIVER STROLL AND PICNIC, ON SITE PAINTING
We wake up to another beautiful morning in Taos, and enjoy a hot, made to order breakfast.  Afterwards for those who wish to participate, we have an on-site yoga class.  So much moving, walking, and traveling…it is time to stretch and center ourselves.

This will be a very peaceful day.  The energy of the lovely Rio Grande River has moved many artists, and our morning stroll allows us time to enjoy the sites, sounds and flora surrounding this flowing river as it meanders past shady banks and towering cliffs.  A picnic is prepared for us, and our supplies are brought in so we may spend the glorious afternoon intertwined in our own inner stillness to paint, sketch, or take photographs.

Late afternoon transfer back to our lovely resort, and this evening is yours to enjoy on your own.  However, if the group wishes to dine together we may all transfer to Taos in our group van. (B, L)
DAY 4: JUNE 23: YOGA, PAINT AT THE WHITE PLACE, TOUR O’KEEFFE HOME

Another breath-taking, and beautiful morning in Taos, we enjoy a hot, made to order breakfast, followed by onsite yoga.

Today, will be a highlight day!  We transfer together to the “White Place” for a morning and afternoon of painting at this inspirational site.  Again, our equipment is brought in for us, and we are graciously guided with stories and insights while being assisted from our guide and host, Ursula Beck.  

Georgia O’Keeffe loved the landscapes of Northern New Mexico, which changed her way of seeing forever. The “White Place” is often referred to as Georgia’s backyard. Literally walking in her footsteps, you have the opportunity to see through her eyes, and then let the inspiration of this magical location find it’s way inside yourself, so that you too may create what you feel. 

With Ursula on site, you will be supported to interpret these iconic images in their own way. Photography is encouraged in order to collect reference for more paintings at home.
After lunch at the historic Abiquiu Inn, we will have a private tour for only our group inside Georgia O’Keeffe’s home.   See her paints.  Brushes.  Library.  Her glasses still sit out as they were.  Touring her home generally has a profound effect on each visitor.  

About the O’Keeffe Abiquiu Home

The adobe home in the village of Abiquiu has been left much as it was when O'Keeffe lived there.  When Georgia O'Keeffe purchased the property in 1945 it was in ruins. The walled compound is set on the edge of a mesa and the view, itself, is worth having a home in that location. Over the next three years, O'Keeffe worked with her friend, Maria Chabot, to renovate the property. She added gardens and innovative architectural detail, all of which you can see on the tour.

What You will See on the Tour
Enter the compound through Ms. O'Keeffe's garden. You will be told that photography and sketching is not allowed. The home however, you will find, is just as she left it in 1984. It is a New Mexico style home with wood ceiling supports called vigas, and in some rooms, mud floors sealed with a flour paste. The central patio has the feeling of living in a fort with walls and rooms all around. There are few plants. There is a well house. You will soon realize that the courtyard wall and door appeared in some of her paintings. She loved simplicity of line and form and kept her home in accordance with this desire for simplicity.

In the pantry and kitchen you will see she lived, canning the harvest from the garden and using plain bowls and utensils kept on open metal cabinets. Even a special tea she enjoyed remains.

See her large studio and marvel at the large windows and the amount of light where she painted. It is also a sitting room. In her studio are books cataloging her many works of art.

O'Keeffe's bedroom also mirrors this simple style that opens out to nature. The corner windows are so large that she must have felt that she was sleeping outside on the edge of the mesa. The walls are a natural gray earth. The bedding and furnishings are simple and lend to the tranquil atmosphere.

Throughout the home you will see evidence of O'Keeffe's love of nature and enjoyment of collecting specimens... rocks, skulls and more desert treasures. Many window ledges are full of these rocks. She loved walking out in the desert and returned with these treasures, which ended up as simple, natural decor in her home. Her presence is still felt here by many.

After the tour, we transfer back to Taos, and the evening is yours to enjoy as you wish.  Again, a group may be taken into town for dinner, you may order in, or go out on your own.  Sometimes staying in and just star-gazing is the right recipe for a perfect evening.  (B, L)

DAY 5: JUNE 24: PAINT AT PENITENTE CROSS, VISIT GALLERIES, LEISURE TIME

This morning is of leisure; only breakfast is scheduled, because we really want to get started on today’s excursion.  Today we paint on site at “Penitente Cross.”  In Georgia’s compositions, bones and Penitente crosses become her symbols for the New Mexico landscape.  As art historian Lisa Messinger has pointed out, "the skull assumes great mystical power, as if it were a sacred relic to her. By infusing her painting with subliminal religious undertones, O'Keeffe reinforced the symbolic import of such imagery and the sacredness of American landscape in general."  

Again with grace, cheer, and fun, you will be guided by Ursula Beck to open yourself to see this magical landscape with your heart, instead of your eyes.  Paint from within to show the world what you see on a whole.

Afternoon brings us to a wonderful café for lunch, and then an afternoon of gallery hopping in Taos.  Or, the group may decide to change the afternoon option for more painting, this time on site of the “Lawrence Tree.” 

A lazy afternoon drive back to The San Geronimo.  The evening is again at your leisure.  This would be the perfect evening to enjoy the outdoor hot tub with some wine, snacks and relax under the stars.

The Labyrinth is always available for you to enjoy.  Take time to center, or to celebrate this sacred journey you are on.  A candlelight group mediation ceremony closes this truly perfect day. (B, L)  

DAY 6:  JUNE 25: TRADITIONAL PIT FIRING OF POTTERY, TOUR OF TAOS PUEBLO

After breakfast, and morning yoga, we head back to the Taos Pueblo to complete our clay pots.  This onsite activity allows us to heat our art and paint it.  Tradition Pueblo tribe pots are solid in color and are not decorated with symbols or graphics of any kind.  They are simple bowls and pots to be used in day-to-day activities.

The afternoon walking tour of this sacred site is yours to enjoy.  If you wish to take photos, or sketch while on site, please let us know so we can make these arrangements for you.  Approval must be granted in advance, and camera fees or artist’s fees may apply. 

This evening we gather on site, for an authentic Native American Feast provided for us by local residents.  All are welcome to join in for the celebration of food, light and life.  This will be our last night in Taos, and by now we will feel quite connected to the land.  A proper feast and celebration blessing will be our way of giving thanks. (B, L, D)
DAY 7: JUNE 26: AM MEDITIATION, TRANSFER TO SANTA FE, O’KEEFFE MUSEUM

After our final morning breakfast, we say goodbye Taos.  We take time to enjoy a last walking meditation in the Labyrinth, and connect our spirit to the spirit of this amazing land.  A land that has opened our eyes and our souls.  

We provide a van transfer to Santa Fe, a beautiful city of art and sacred beauty. We check into our hotel, nestled in the heart of the city, between the historic Santa Fe Plaza and the Canyon Road art galleries. For lunch we will enjoy the famous O’Keeffe Café, and of course afterwards we will have a tour of the O’Keeffe Museum.

The late afternoon and evening are for leisure.  Santa Fe offers so many galleries, restaurants, music, and theatre other opportunity for the arts we feel you should be able to explore at your own pace to your own liking. Evening is at your leisure.

Overnight Santa Fe:  Inn on the Alameda  (B, L, S)

DAY 8: JUNE 27: DEPARTURE, END OF TOUR

Morning gourmet breakfast, and then checkout.  We have provided a van transfer for the group, which will depart at 10:15 am to Albuquerque. Please make sure your departing flight is scheduled after 1 pm on the day of departure. If you have a later, or earlier flight, allow us to make separate transfer arrangements for you.

 (B = Breakfast; L = Lunch; D = Dinner)
Note: This itinerary is subject to change due to conditions beyond our control.
Tour Price and Deposit Information

Based on Double Occupancy.   

	Tour Price Per Person (Land Only)
	Single Supplement
	Pre Paid Gratuities

	USD $2423
	USD $440
	 Included


Note: Gratuities are to cover guides, drivers, art equipment handling, etc.  Our host, Ursula Beck, will carry and disburse these funds so that you may relax and enjoy your trip, knowing that everyone assisting you is being taken care of properly.

Deposit Information

A deposit of $550.00 per person is due at the time of booking and is non-refundable.  Because LUX World Travel will incur costs to hold your reservation, set up costs for arranging this journey are non-refundable to us to make the group arrangements.  Therefore, we highly recommend travel insurance to protect your vacation investment as a whole.  Final payment is due 75 days prior to departure, or on April 5, 2010.

Payment may be made by credit card, cash / check, bank wire transfer, or Paypal.  Please note that payments made by check will be held up to 14 days for clearing purposes.
Checks may be mailed to:

LUX World Travel, 160 A Oakland Street
Rochester, NY  
14620

Please indicate in memo field: O’Keeffe 2010

Single Supplement and Roommates 

The Single Supplement is and additional $440 which covers the cost of a single traveler not sharing a room in double occupancy.  We will match you with another same gender traveler unless you request single accommodations. 

Note: The single supplement is ONLY for those who would like to secure a private room throughout the tour, at the indicated additional price. If you are not traveling with anyone you know and would like to share a room, we will be happy to work to find you a suitable roommate. 

Per our Terms and Conditions, registration for the tour will be held open until two weeks before the departure date in order to try to match everyone with a roommate. If by that date we have not been able to match you with a suitable roommate, you will be responsible to pay for the single supplement. An early registration will facilitate this process.

Tour Inclusions
*6 nights hotel accommodations in double occupancy at The San Geronimo

*1 night at deluxe Santa Fe hotel

*6 daily breakfasts, cooked to order and graciously served

*5 lunches, each at a different and colorful site

*2 group dinners:  A solstice ceremony dinner the night of our first full day, and a Native 

American Pueblo Feast on our last night in Taos.

*Welcome reception on arrival night with wine and cheese 

*Snacks, fresh fruit and bottled water are available on the bus or van at all times.

*Guide Services and Art Instruction from Ursula Beck

*Spiritual Services from Pam Tyler

*Mealtime taxes and gratuities are included.  

*Transportation:  Private, chauffeured bus/ van service for 10 hours each day as well as pick up at    

     the Albuquerque airport.  Bus service ends at drop off at Santa Fe hotel on the last day.

*Tour of Georgia O’Keeffe’s home and garden in Abiquiu

*Guided tour of the Taos Pueblo, a National Historic Site

*Painting Sites: 2 mornings and one afternoon painting en Plein Air at some of Georgia O’Keeffe’s  

      most beloved sites

*Native American Experiences:

1. a Native American guides us to clay gathering sites in nearby mountains, then we return to the pueblo to each make our own small pot at the home of a Tribal Member.  On the final day, we gather for a traditional pit firing of our pottery

2. we enjoy a guided walking tour of the ancient Pueblo

3. we  partake of a Traditional Feast

*Extra Activities: 


3 Labyrinth walking mediations


3 Morning Yoga Sessions


Stroll by the Rio Grande River followed by relaxing picnic

*Staff:  Set up of equipment at Plein Air Painting sites

*Equipment: Easel Rental

NOT INCLUDED SERVICES

Roundtrip flights to Albuquerque, or Santa Fe

Gratuities hotel staff, spa staff, or meals on your own

All personal expenses such as phone calls, extra snacks or beverages, spa treatments, or anything not mentioned in the above itinerary

Alcoholic beverages 

Additional gallery entrance fees

Camera fee at Taos Pueblo

Cancellation Policy
Cancellation penalties imposed on LUX World Travel by its suppliers are stringent, and are per person for land arrangements. Airline tickets are different, and hold a completely separate penalty and we will advise you at the time of your cancellation of this additional penalty if you purchase your air with our Air Desk.  

The following terms apply effective as of the date LUX World Travel receives written notice of cancellation. Days prior to departure:

More than 75 days prior to departure – $550 per person; 75 to departure – 100% of trip cost to include handling fee and liquidated damages for LUX World Travel.

LUX World Travel reserves the right to cancel this retreat to lack of participation to create a minimum number of passengers, or for any other foreseen reason that may create hazards or jeopardy to our clients. In the case that LUX World Travel needs to cancel or post-pone any tour, all monies collected will be returned in full for the land portion. Penalties from the airlines may occur depending on the type of air purchased, for which LUX World Travel is not responsible. We do highly recommend Cancel for Any Reason Insurance for at least the flight portion of your journey to insure our clients with full flight protection coverage.

Additional Information

Dogs are allowed at each of our choice hotels, but will not be allowed on most painting sites or tours.  An extra helper will be on site to stay with pets if you choose to have your special four-legged companion travel with you on this journey.

Resort and hotel Websites

The San Geronimo


http://www.sangeronimolodge.com/index.php
The Inn on the Alameda

http://www.innonthealameda.com/index.php
Your Tour Operator

LUX World Travel


http://www.luxworldtravel.com
Travel Insurance

We highly recommend travel insurance for this journey.  We will be happy to provide you with a variety of quotes to fit your specific travel needs.  1.585.672.5587   /   1.866.269.2659

To Register for this Tour

To register for this tour, please complete the payment form and fax or mail to our offices, or call us directly to make payment by telephone during office hours.  

You will be required to complete a Registration Form for this journey.  Also note, this tour does require some light walking and daily activity.  Any persons that may need assistance must let us know ahead of time.  Also, meals and specific diets can be accommodated with advance notice.

www.luxworldtravel.com

Travel for the Journey Inside You

1.866.269.2659 1.585.672.5587

Your Tour Leader

URSULA BECK is an Artist, Writer and Philosopher whose career is dedicated to designing and producing creative art experiences for students. 
She has been an artist all of her life. Her first Art scholarship, at age 7, was to the Museum School at the Seattle Art Museum, and her most recent was a full scholarship to The School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, for the MFA. In between, she attended St. Mary’s College, Notre Dame, IN, The University of Arizona, Pratt Institute, NY, and the Harvard Graduate School of Design, earning a BA in Philosophy, an MA in English Literature with high honors, the MS in design from Pratt. 
She has been on the art faculty of: Collegio Episcopa, Rodger Williams College, RI, and the Boston Architectural Center. Her Art media are: Sumi Ink Drawing and Porcelain Sculpture. 
She moved to Taos in 1989 to become the Founding Executive Director of the Taos Institute of Arts, which she established and headed for 7 years. She founded the Taos Art School in 1996 in order to create a unique school with a special emphasis on Creativity, Native American Authenticity, Compelling Class Locations, Equine Art and Spirituality. 
She weaves the multiplicity of her experiences into a whole cloth in these programs to create access for YOU to the Creative Spirit.
PAM TYLER: Pam and her husband Charles, felt that same quality when they first visited the Lodge in July 2007 and were inspired to buy it later that year.  Preserving and enhancing the atmosphere of peaceful, spiritual energy remains a priority for the new owners.  

San Geronimo Lodge’s purpose is to provide a welcome oasis for the weary traveler on vacation, business or just passing through. The hope is that during the course of each guest’s visit the presence of divine spirit will be felt. 

Pam is an ordained Episcopal priest and Charles is a long time student of the Urantia Book.   Recent projects include a Labyrinth and a Prayer Path, both intended for focused walking meditation. 
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Credit Card Authorization Form:  Travel Packages/ Insurance/ Other Travel Related Purchases

Please mark card type:        AMEXVISAMASTERCARDDISCOVER

Name as it appears on card:  _________________________________________________________________________

Card Number:  ____________________________________________________________________________________

Card Expiration Date:   __________________________________        3 or 4 Digit Code  _________________________

Billing Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________

City:  ____________________________________________________  State:  ___________  Zip:  ________________

Please check the applicable boxes and complete each line with the amounts per person and total up each line:

   Deposit Payment
$ __________________________  x  number of travelers  _______  =  __________________

   Air Payment

$ __________________________  x  number of travelers  _______ =  ___________________
  Full/Balance Payment
$ __________________________  x  number of travelers  _______ =  ___________________
               Total Tour Charges  (excludes trip insurance)  _________________

Notwithstanding anything contained in your Cardholder Agreement with the provider that is contrary, written notice of rejection or cancellation of these arrangements must be received in writing by post or by facsimile transmission within the time limits stated in the LUX World Travel Terms and Conditions of Business.  If not received, no charge-backs or cancellation will then be accepted.  Your signature on this Charge Confirmation is an acknowledgement that you have received and read LUX World Travel’s Terms and Conditions of Business with detail this company’s policies on payments, cancellations, and refunds for the travel arrangements you have made.  You should review LUX World Travel’s Terms and Conditions of Business and this document thoroughly before signing to finalize any travel arrangements.  Cancellation:  More than 76 days prior to departure $550 per person; 75 days or less prior to departure- 100% of tour cost to include handling fee and liquidated damages for LUX World Travel.

By signing below you acknowledge and confirm LUX World Travel’s Terms and Conditions of Business and this charge authorization.  

PRINT NAME:  ________________________________  SIGNATURE:  ______________________________

Phone:  ________________________________________  Date:  _________________________________
www.luxworldtravel.com    





LUX World Travel offers TravelSafe Insurance.  Initial below and complete the fields if you wish to purchase.  A separate charge to Travel Safe, or Travel Guard will appear on your monthly credit card statement.  You can also purchase online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.luxworldtravel.com" ��www.luxworldtravel.com� and click on the link for Insurance.





Please Initial:   _____ I accept       _____  I decline





Insurance per person $ _________ x number of travelers  _____  =  ___________________





Notes regarding Insurance:  Insurance premium is non-refundable.  The policy exclusion for pre-existing conditions will be waived provided that 1) trip is insured within 14 days of initial trip deposit, 2) client is medically able to travel at time of insurance purchase, 3) client has not filed a claim for trip cancellation due to a pre-existing condition within the last 120 days for the effective date of insurance, 4) client’s trip cost is $50,000 or less per covered person, and 5) client is a resident of the United States.








PLEASE FAX COMPLETED FORM TO: 


1-585-298-9701








www.luxworldtravel.com    














